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Schweizerische Eidgenossenschaft Federal Depariment of Economic Afiaws,

Confedération suisse Education and Research EAER
Confederarione Svizrzera Federal Commission for Scholarships
Confederaziun svizra for an Students FCS

4wiss Conlederation

Swiss Government EX€ellence Scholarships for Foreign Students

at Swiss Higher Edt}"ﬁt tion« stitutions
Application Guidelines,

for the Academic’ j2“924-2025

To prepare a successful application: .

Please read carefully and respect these guidelines exactly

-

Internet Link: wwaw.sbfi.admin.ch/scholarships eng




How does one apply ?
* Go to the website www.sbfi.admin.ch/scholarships_eng

U

Seler:t your rountry of igin (this is the country according your passport)
* Check the scholarsh able for your country (see list of countries and territories).
. Check the appl:cﬁﬁﬁ deadlines for your country (see list of countries and territories).

- Read the Appllcation Guidelines for Swiss Government Excel}ence Scholarships”.
» For further questions c}@hthe i
. Contact the Swiss Embassv or

ompetent natlonal mst:tutton [see list of countries and temtones)

. Download the appllcatmn package. ;
* Fill out and print. - 5%%?%&;-:.

%% 9’

* Note: Two paper copies of vour appl:catlonm%”étﬁ?submtttgd

‘3-&

%&:

=
to
i

* To submit your application:
» Send the application to the postal address of your country af origin (see list of countries and territories).

Scholarship applications to be submitted at the Swiss Embassy
or the competent national institution in your country of origin

]

J
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> www sofi admin ch/scholarships_eng > select your country of ongin for tull details



About the

Postgraduate
scholarships

Read the FCS
webpage

Submit in your
country of origin

Swiss overnment Excellence Scholarships

research ted from university (postgraduates). These scholarshms will enable applicants to
undertake ré%éarch m&% fields in which the Swiss universities are particularly active.

Specific scholﬂfshlprMes are offered for each country.
Please go to the FCS wek a’ﬁl orde[ m see which type of scholarship is offered to your country of ongin. Read
the ,Application Guidelin and B me JApplication Package®. See: www.sbfi.admin.ch/scholarships enq

L s .ﬁ_o%'sv'
Applications have to be submsﬂ£ % the 3 ate% country of ongin (citizenship). All candidates for a Swiss
Government Excellence Scholarship ha,ye to si brmt theur applncat»on at the specified contact (normally the Swiss
Embassy) responsible for their country 6! dggin Apg;kanls;who hold dual citizenship are free to choose where
they prefer to submit their application. i
The applications have to be submitted for a preﬁ?ﬂnary selection to the national institution in charge and/or to the
Swiss diplomatic representation in the applicant's country of origin. The Swiss diplomatic representation will then
forward the pre-selected applications to the FCS for final selection. In case your current country of residence is
not your country of origin please submit your application {o the Swiss diplomatic representation in your country of

origin.



Application procedure

All year round

In August

September -
November

Check for your
country

Before end of May

In September

Entry Points
plomatic representation in the country of origin of the applicant is the entry point for the Swiss
2llence Scholarships.

Re A8 B’ I
Detailed 1%&10:\ abﬁuﬂhe scholarship types available for your country of origin, the eligibility criteria and
the deadhnes are onlines Click'the website: www sbfi admin chischolarships_eng

i
G

Call for proposals «
Download the apphcation‘-ﬁaclgﬁb from¥aww. sbfi. admin.ch/scholarships_eng and prepare your file.

A L,

Submission deadline .. A
The date for submission of the application vanes from country to country. Please check on the FCS website.

Selection O | b
The results of the selection by the Federal Comrmsmon for Scholarships will be communicated at latest until
the end of May.

Start of scholarship
1st of September



Selection criteria

Important selection
criteria

Strengthening
cooperation

The 3 dimensions of selection criteria
ment Excellence Scholarships are highly competitive. The following
application are considered mainly:

2) The research ﬁroposal
Its originality and mneal soundness

‘??
-

o AL
oo

3) The academic contaxt L
The quality and context of superwsbn and lhe potent:a! for future academic cooperation.

's B

Longterm perspective
Candidates submitting their applications within the framework of a cooperalion program between their
academic home institution, where they are at the moment and/or where they accomplished their

education, and a Swiss university/ institute have a certain priority.



Academic host - a precondition

Academic
supervisor aka host
professor

Before contacting a
host professor

Please note

Academic supervisor

eligible application package, each applicant wishing to undertake a research, PhD or a Postdoctoral
i‘gﬁt find a host professor in Switzerland willing to support and entitled to supervise their scholarship
t or PhD project.

tter o i:mtahon must imperatively be part of the application package. This is also valid for doctoral
scnools (ah',g ‘doctoral prog;ammes}

i W

-

Failure to have an acad&mnc super\nsor will result in the rejection of the application by the relevant national
institution in the host country or t;y the Swiss diplomatic representation.

Prepare yourself well bﬂfore contacting a prospective host professor

Make sure that the prospecﬁwe“ acadamrc 5uperwsor actually works in your field at a Swiss university.

Be specific and furthermore mak&gﬂ:re ma”i yay possess all of the competences required for the intended scientific
collaboration. Find out, for instance, what reqwremehts must be met in order

to obtain a Master's degree at the university in quesnon before contacting professors.

Note: Many professors receive numerous mquests Findmg a professor who is willing to supervise you can be a
major challenge. It can take several weeks or evgj; ‘months.

The FCS application for a PhD scholarship including the support letter of a prospective host professor and the
application for admission by a Swiss University for a PhD study are two separate procedures



Finding your supervisor

Where to find

Some hint

Good to know

A prerequisite for the application
The first step in the appiication process for the scholarship candidate is to find a professor at a Swiss

supervisor before bemg a nitted to ;ﬁes;:hool an application for the Swiss Government Excellence
Scholarship is not possible. ﬁ;;;;f ¥
R o

Understanding the role of academic supemsors

Professors reported to the FCS that théy’bre fmquem;y comacted by scholarship applicants asking for
support. Therefore the FCS secretanat issued a Ieaﬂﬁ explaihmg the role of an academic supervisor for a
Swiss Gavernment Excellence Scholarship holder,

The FCS recommends potential academic supervisors not to support more than 1 - 2 applicants per year.
To comply with the rules of the host university potential academic supervisors are asked to inquire about
ist internal regulations before deciding to support a Swiss Government scholarship holder. You find the
leaflet «Will you be my supervisor?s enclosed in your application package. Feel free to use it when

contacting your potential supervisor



Types of scholarships available

Not prolongable

Prolongable

Not prolongable

Prolongable

All scholarships start in September
} Pe to start the scholarship in the Spring semester or any other time in the year.

Ras%agsh Feliawshlps

12 (SEP% nber - August) — no prolongation possible.

Cannot bar!ﬁraded :nto a _prolongable PhD scholarship.

Grant apphc'atlons for stay‘ @;mg less than 9 months will not be treated as a priority.
Grant applrcatlons‘hr sfay iasﬁng less than 6 months will be rejected.

PhD Scholarship= g -;f'

12 months (September qﬁ;g@f:- pmhngable up to 36 months

The PhD scholarships can b‘a%long@d in three steps of 12 months based on the achieved academic results.

It is the concerned grant holdersﬁgp@_abesupemsgr’ s responsibility to find sufficient funding beyond the maximal
duration of the PhD scholarship (36 months) if it turas out 1o be necessary to end the doctorate.

e o
237

Postdoctoral Scholarship ' :

12 months (September — August) — no prolongation possible

Grant applications for stays lasting less than 9 months will not be treated as a priority.
Grant applications for stays lasting less than 6 months will be rejected.

Arts Scholarships
12 months (September — August) — prolongable up to 21 months at most
depending on the Master programme chosen and the necessary ECTS credits



Research Fellowships

Go to the ESKAS
Webpage in order
to see which type
of scholarship is
offered to your
country of origin

Postgraduate
scholarships

Cotutelle de thése

Research Fellowships (12 months)

' fm‘htghly qualified postgraduate researchers from all academic fields.

Héstpr degree ol’—Equwalent achieved (degree certificale)
before 31 JW fExcepr ETH Zurich: 30 June 2024)

.,ws‘-

Date of birth after 31 Dec_e@bef 1988

@m
A copy of the s@;&oﬂ letter {rcm an academic host professor (including her/his short CV, maximum 2 pages) at
the chosen Smss’%ﬂﬁemﬁ?‘wnﬁnnmg why she/he is willing to supervise and support the research. This letter is
not the same as the ais@;ﬁ reg_ugsted;mnﬁdent:al recommendation letter.
. . S Ay A

Research proposal includirig t::ggg frame s

e

Furthermore, this scholarship type is not avé:iable for scholars holding a PhD degree.

PhD students with an ongoing or pianned doctoral pro;ect that is carried out within the framework of a formalised
agreement between two universities {«cotutelle de thése» cooperation between a Swiss and a foreign university)
and under the joint direction of two supervisors are eligible for this scholarship category only.



Research Fellowships

Validity The Scholarship is valid only for full-time research in Switzerland. It is not valid for mixed research (part

time m%land and part time in another country).
&
[
%mhmqu compatible with fieldtrips outside Switzerland. Therefore no possibility and no

fundu:gi‘!or ﬁeimofk» b

Applicants |§ws! have a r‘Mrch proposal including a timeframe. This is the centrepiece of the
application. ‘T’ha apphcani must devote all required attention to it.

S o

Specific conditions Scholarship holders are aﬁrpecteﬂ to move to Switzerland during their grant period.



PhD Scholarships

Go to the ESKAS
Webpage in order
to see which type
of scholarship is
offered to your
country of origin

PhD Scholarships

before 31 July 2024"(&&3;.“ ETH Zurich: 30 June 2024)
Date of birth after 31@@cernber 1988

A copy of the support Ieﬁg‘(incmdhg a short CV. maximum 2 pages) from an academic host professor who is
entitled and willing to supetwse a Ph&*al_" e chosen Swiss university during the entire duration of the doctoral
studies. The support letter should mntam ﬁ"ﬁe reasons why she/he is willing to supervise and support the PhD thesis.
If an assistant professor supports a candldaluu‘e a fl]ﬂ professor who is entitled to supervise the PhD during the
entire scholarship has to co-sign the supportistter This letter is not the same as the also requested confidential
recommendation letter. T > 4V

For PhD studies at a University of Apphed Sc:ences an addiﬁonal letter of support from a faculty member of the host
research university at which the PhD will be completed is mandatory. Please note: Doctoral degrees can only be
awarded by research universities.

Research proposal including time frame. This is the centrepiece of the application. The applicant must devote all
required attention to it



